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2034
A Novel of the Next World War

“For there is no folly of the beast of the earth which is not infinitely outdone
by the madness of men.”

Admiral James Stavridis: Admiral Stavridis is a retired four-star officer who led the NATO
Alliance in global operations from 2009 to 2013 as Supreme Allied Commander. He served
as Commander of U.S. Southern Command, from 2006-2009. Admiral Stavridis earned a
PhD in international relations and has published eleven books and hundreds of articles in
leading journals around the world. Admiral Stavridis is Chair Emeritus of the U.S. Naval
Institute Board, Vice Chair, Global Affairs, at The Carlyle Group, and Chair of the Board of
the Rockefeller Foundation.
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Elliot Ackerman: Elliot Ackerman is a New York Times-bestselling author. His books have
been nominated for the National Book Award, the Andrew Carnegie Medal in both fiction
and non-fiction, and the Dayton Literary Peace Prize. He is a contributing writer at The
Atlantic, and his stories and journalism have been included in The Best American Short
Stories and The Best American Travel Writing. He is both a former White House Fellow
and Marine, and served five tours of duty in Iraq and Afghanistan, where he received the
Silver Star, the Bronze Star for Valor, and the Purple Heart.
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○ Instagram
○ Publishing Page

2034 Publishing Page

Why this book is important for the Military Professional:
Recent tensions between the modern superpowers, the U.S. and China, have propelled the importance of “2034” for military
professionals. 2034 describes a catastrophic global conflict with severe ramifications for both nation’s civilian and military
populations and those of various other countries. 2034’s importance comes not from its predictions of how the engagements
would unfold if a U.S.-China war erupted but rather from its description of the brutality and the emphasis on the need to find
a diplomatic solution. As U.S.-China tensions swell over surveillance and economic matters, 2034 is an excellent reminder
to military professionals that the catastrophe of a World War III must be avoided at all costs and that we must continue to
strive for diplomacy.

mutual assured destruction - principle of deterrence founded on the notion that a nuclear
attack by one superpower would be met with an overwhelming nuclear counterattack such that
both the attacker and the defender would be annihilated: nuclear warfare

The Wen Rui Incident

South China Sea - U.S. Navy Destroyer “John Paul Jones”
● On a “freedom of navigation” patrol a U.S. Navy Destroyer group discovers the wreckage of a Chinese fishing

vessel named “The Wen Rui.” The Commodore of the group, Captain Sarah Hunt, decides to assist the wrecked
vessel. Upon encroachment of the vessel, the Chinese captain surrenders his command to Captain Hunt. Captain
Hunt’s crew decides to board the vessel and discovers sophisticated computers and technological equipment well
beyond that of any ordinary fishing vessel. Captain Hunt orders the seizure of the technology, and her crew begins
loading it on their destroyer.

Strait of Hormuz
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● Simultaneously with the seizure of “The Wen Rui '' Major Chris “Wedge '' Mitchell, a fourth-generation fighter pilot, is
flying an F-35 near Iran. Suddenly, Wedge’s controls are taken over by an unseen entity. He can't control anything
and can't even eject. An adversary seemingly hacked his control’s computer system. He is flown safely to an Iranian
airfield and captured by Iranian armed forces.

Washington DC
● U.S. Deputy National Security Advisor Chowdhury is threatened

by the Chinese Military Defense Attache, Admiral Lin Bao, to
return “The Wen Rui” to the Chinese. He tells Chowdhury that
the Chinese have captured an American F-35, and he offers it
in exchange for “The Wen Rui.” Lin Bao threatens retaliation if
the Americans do not quickly return the vessel. Most national
security staff, including the President and National Security
Advisor, are away, so Chowdhury must delay. The delay
prompts an attack from the Chinese on the U.S. Navy
destroyers in the South China Sea.

South China Sea
● All communication between the U.S. Navy destroyers and the

national security office is cut by a Chinese cyber-attack.
Simultaneously, the Navy destroyers are attacked by Chinese torpedoes.

Blackout
Washington DC

● All power in the city is cut, and Admiral Lin Bao escapes to Beijing. He reveals
that “The Wen Rui” incident was a setup to attack the U.S. Navy ships and assert
Chinese dominance over the South China Sea. The U.S. government struggles
to operate without power and cannot communicate with its Indo-Pacific
command. Public pressure builds to retaliate against the Chinese and rescue
Wedge.

Bandar Abbas
● Iranian General Farshad interrogates captured American pilot Chris “Wedge”

Mitchell and brutally beats him for not giving up any information.
South China Sea

● Two American destroyers are sunk, and the third and final destroyers are badly
burned. The Chinese pilots spare the final destroyer for a seemingly inexplicable
reason

Beijing
● Admiral Lin Bao is lauded by his superiors for his role in “The Wen Rui” incident, and the Chinese choose to spare

the last surviving U.S. Navy Destroyer, the John Paul Jones so that the survivors can report news of the attack.
Admiral Lin Bao is promised command of a carrier strike group.

Blinding the Elephant
Iran

● General Farshad is reprimanded for beating Major Wedge and dismissed from the Iranian Army. He lives simply in
the country until he is recalled to support the war effort. He is re-commissioned as a Navy Lieutenant Commander
and assigned as a liaison to the Russian Navy in the Barents Sea

Beijing
● Admiral Lin Bao is assigned a bureaucratic job at the ministry of defense. He assists the military of defense in

coordinating further attacks on U.S. Navy aircraft carriers in the South China Sea. The commander of the attacking
carrier battle group, the Zheng He, is killed during the fight, and Lin Bao is given his command.

New Delhi
● Chowdhury is sent to New Delhi to broker the release of Major Wedge from the Iranians. He learns the Chinese

have destroyed two U.S. Carrier Strike Groups and that the President is planning a tactical nuclear strike.
Chowdhury decides to reach out to his estranged uncle, Indian Vice Admiral Patel, to assist him in convincing the
Iranians to release Wedge into Indian custody. With the help of his Uncle, Chowdhury secures the release of
Wedge.

Yokosuka Naval Base
● Despite her defeat, Captain Sarah Hunt is promoted to admiral and given command of a Carrier Strike Group.

Quantico VA/ Washington DC
● Major Wedge returns to the states and is held at Quantico pending an award ceremony with the President. The

ceremony is cut short due to the U.S. President’s overt nuclear threats toward China during an emergency public
broadcast.



Red Lines
Barents Sea

● Lieutenant Commander Farshad struggles to adapt to his new role as a liaison to the Russian Navy. While serving
aboard a Russian ship, he witnessed the Russians intentionally destroy undersea internet cables that supply the
U.S. with connectivity. The destruction is an attempt to frame China and further inflame U.S.-Chinese tensions.
Russia sees an opportunity to reassert itself in the world order with a U.S.-China war. As a result, most U.S.
connectivity is cut, and a nationwide emergency ensues.

South China Sea
● Admiral Lin Bao commands his carrier battle group as

overwhelming Chinese military assets surround Taiwan in
preparation for an invasion. The U.S. continues threatening
nuclear strikes and draws a “Red Line” around Taiwan.

Washington DC
● The White House National Security team continues preparing for

nuclear strikes on the Chinese Mainland and strategizing how to
divert Chinese assets away from Taiwan. Following the undersea
cable destruction, the U.S. launches a tactical nuclear strike
against Zhanjiang, a Chinese port city.

Marine Corps Air Station Miramaer
● Major Wedge is reassigned to his old squadron but banned from

flying due to a lack of currency on his aircraft and lost records. He
spends his days wasting time and playing video games at the
Officer’s Club until he has a chance encounter with a recently fired
Lieutenant Colonel. The Lieutenant Colonel says he was fired for
refusing to strip GPS equipment off his fighter jets. The order he
refused was an effort to minimize Chinese hacking capabilities. Major Wedge is invigorated by this news and rushes
off to attempt to fill the newly vacant Squadron Command role.

Taiwan
● Following the American nuclear strike on Zhanjiang, the Chinese military quickly and decisively attacked Taiwan.

The Chinese plan their next move and envision a long, bloody conflict with the Americans.

On Death Ground
South China Sea

● Major Wedge assumes command of the newly fitted low-tech hornet Squadron with the Enterprise Strike Group
commanded by Admiral Sarah Hunt.

Gdansk Bay
● While onboard a Russian ship, Lieutenant Commander Farshad witnesses a Russian invasion of Poland. The

Russians strive to secure a small strip of land connecting mainland Russia to the port city of Kaliningrad. They
believe that little will be done about the Russian incursion, with the world focused on the US-China conflict.

China
● Admiral Lin Bao meets with a new Chinese Defense Minister and is threatened. Despite the threats, he learns he is

appointed Deputy Defense Minister. He later learns that his former boss, the previous Chinese Defense Minister,
was murdered due to the American nuclear strike on Zhanjiang. Upon assumption of his new role, Lin Bao
processes the orders for nuclear strikes on San Diego and Galveston, Texas.

Washington DC
● Chowdhury sends his daughter away to New Delhi in preparation for Chinese strikes on the U.S. mainland.

New Delhi
● Iran seizes an Indian commercial shipping vessel, and Farshad is sent to New Delhi to negotiate its release. He is

approached by Chowdhury’s uncle, the Indian Vice Admiral while waiting to negotiate formally. Chowdhury is also
sent to New Delhi to assist in diplomatic negotiations. Chowdhury’s uncle invited both Chowdhury and Farshad to
his house for backdoor negotiations. He threatens Indian military action against both the US and China if they don’t
call a ceasefire. While negotiating, news comes out that San Diego and Galveston, Texas, have been destroyed in
Chinese tactical nuclear strikes.

The Tandava
Beijing

● Admiral Lin Bao’s wife and daughter flee the city. He also observes the destruction of the Zheng He, the aircraft
carrier he used to command. Admiral Lin Bao is quickly executed for failing to protect the Zheng He and the
Chinese government’s desire to blame him for its destruction.

New Delhi



● Chowdhury rushes back to DC, and Vice Admiral Patel continues negotiating with Farshad. He asks Farshad to ask
the Chinese to stall Pakistani aggression toward India. He then tips off Farshad to a Russian plan to attack Iranian
islands in the Strait of Hormuz. Before leaving New Delhi for DC, Chowdhury is warned of a plan for a US counter
strike against the Chinese mainland. His uncle tells him the Indians have intercepted the plan and requests a
meeting at the US Embassy in India before he returns to DC. Chowdhury’s uncle informs him that the Indians were
the ones that actually sunk the Zheng He and informs him that the Indians will retaliate against the US if they launch
a counter-strike against China. Vice Admiral Patel urges Chowdhury to convince the White House to call off the
strike.

South China Sea
● Admiral Sarah Hunt receives orders to conduct nuclear strikes against Chinese Xiamen, Fuzhou, and Shanghai,

China’s most populous city. She speculated this strike would incur a counter-strike against either New York, Los
Angeles, or DC. She readies Major Wedge’s squadron to attack the three target cities. She speculates this will be a
“suicide mission” for the pilots and informs Major Wedge of her suspicions. He resists the idea but mentally comes
to terms with the possibility. Major Wedge’s squadron prepares to conduct the nuclear attacks, but poor weather
from the recent nuclear fallout disrupts their plans. After several failed attempts, they finally receive a day with
excellent weather and immediately launch the attack.

Strait of Hormuz
● Farshad is assigned to the Strait of Hormuz to build defenses around the Iranian islands. He is given few supplies,

and minimal conscripts as the Iranian brass have little belief the Russians will actually attack. The Russians attack
with Paratroopers conducting an Airborne Assault, but they miss their target and land in the water. The Iranians
easily subdue the few that remain alive.

Washington DC
● Chowdhury rushes to DC to warn the President of Indian plans to

attack America if the US follows through on their Plans for
nuclear strikes against China. The President believes Chowdhury,
and the White House attempts to call off the strikes. Despite this,
the fighter jets have already launched, and they cannot
communicate with the pilots to call off the strike.

Airspace Off The Coast of China
● Major Wedge’s Squadron launched their attack and was quickly

intercepted by Indian fighter jets. The teams headed to Xiamen
and Fuzhou are destroyed rapidly. Major Wedge himself is
headed to Shanghai and manages to evade the Indian aircraft.
He attempts to release his nuclear bomb on Shanghai, but the
release fails. He decides to detonate the weapon kamikaze-style
and dives toward Shanghai. He successfully slips through
Chinese air defenses and destroys Shanghai in a nuclear blast.

Coda: The Horizon
● Farshad and Admiral Sarh Hunt both retire, scarred and exhausted by the war. Admiral Lin Bao’s wife and daughter

flee to America and live in Newport, RI, where Admiral Lin Bao wished they had always lived. Chowdhury resettles
in New Delhi and is lauded for his expertise in both US Government and Indian affairs. He assists with refugees in
the now destroyed areas of San Diego and Galveston, Texas, and hopes that the American ideas of freedom and
liberty can once again thrive.

“Because no battle is ever won he said. They are not even fought. The field only reveals to man his own folly and despair,
and victory is an illusion of philosophers and fools.”

– William Faulkner

Resources and Additional Reading
1) Ghost Fleet: A Novel of the Next World War
2) The Hundred-Year Marathon: China's Secret Strategy to Replace America as the Global Superpower
3) Principles for Dealing with the Changing World Order: Why Nations Succeed or Fail
4) US-China Foreign Relations: Power Transition and its Implications for Europe and Asia
5) China's Rising Sea Power: The PLA Navy's Submarine Challenge
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