
 

DODReads supports active duty military professionals by providing free executive summaries.  
If you would like to support this effort please reach out and we can provide books for you to review 

 

 

 

DODReads Executive Summary  

Ghost Fleet 

A Novel of the Next World War 

 
Thesis: What will World War III look like? 

 

• P.W. Singer: Is a strategist at New America and a consultant for the U.S. 
military, the intelligence community, and Hollywood. His award-winning 
nonfiction books include the New York Times best seller Wired for War. 

o Twitter 
o Personal Website 
o Videos 

 

• August Cole: Is a writer, analyst, and consultant, and a former defense 
industry reporter for the Wall Street Journal. He is an Atlantic Council 
nonresident senior fellow, focusing on using narrative fiction to explore the 
future of warfare.  

o Twitter 
o Personal Website 
o Videos 

 
 

Ghost Fleet 

Why this book is important for the Military Professional: 
Set in the not-too-distant future, this novel is ultimately a work of fiction. However, the concepts and geo-political 
conditions introduced here are relevant to any military member looking to peek into a possible future in which the 
hegemony enjoyed by the US throughout the 20th and 21st centuries is openly challenged on the battlefield. Great 
care was taken to develop a multi-domain approach to the construction of this story. Whether from the sea, air, 
land, space, or cyberspace, the tactics, weapons, and threats portrayed in this novel are rooted in reality – a 
reality that our military must be prepared to fight in.  

Sea 
• The National Defense Reserve Fleet is maintained by the Maritime Administration. This armada of 

approximately 100 aging vessels contains a boneyard of military capability, known as a Ready Reserve 
Force (RRF).  Under extreme circumstances, these ships might be able to be returned to service and 
fight against the enemies of the United States.  

• Singer and Cole shape a world where an emergent technology in the early 2000s is ultimately abandoned 
and relegated to the RRF – the Zumwalt class destroyer, also known as the Littoral Combat Ship.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• The design had too many risky innovations bundled into one project, plus cutting-edge ship building 
expertise had shifted from the United States to Asia by the end of the twentieth century. 

Zumwalt-class destroyer  

Image courtesy of naval-technology.com 

 

“…the story of the Z was taught as a case study in how 

not to build a ship.” 

 

“…a defense budget focused on fighting land wars in 

the Middle East couldn’t cover battleships that cost 

more than seven billion dollars each” 

 

https://www.dodreads.com/category/back-page-notes/
https://www.newamerica.org/?utm_source=google_cpc&utm_medium=ad_grant&utm_campaign=branded&gclid=Cj0KCQiA4aacBhCUARIsAI55maHryFr3CCNyTCYPxQTnobrTEyiCEnhB-Ck2-lvk6oYNwSB-4XJtO7EaAiLoEALw_wcB
https://wiredwar.pwsinger.com/
https://twitter.com/peterwsinger?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.pwsinger.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IC-zels6jyE
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/
https://twitter.com/august_cole
https://www.augustcole.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6b53bvD_9v7dwa8Tl_MhaQ
https://www.ghostfleetbook.com/
https://www.maritime.dot.gov/national-defense-reserve-fleet
https://www.maritime.dot.gov/
https://www.maritime.dot.gov/national-defense-reserve-fleet/ndrf/maritime-administration%E2%80%99s-ready-reserve-force
https://www.maritime.dot.gov/national-defense-reserve-fleet/ndrf/maritime-administration%E2%80%99s-ready-reserve-force
https://www.naval-technology.com/
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Air 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• J-31 and MiG-35 fighter jets are some of the aircraft that the Chinese and Russians use to counter a 
battered U.S Air Force and Navy. The use of airpower is highlighted throughout the conflict of this novel, 
delivering both kinetic and non-kinetic effects from the air.  

• However, it isn’t just manned aircraft that have a place on the battlefield of the future. Combat drones fly 
as autonomous wingmen in formation with traditional fighters like the F-15.  

o  The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) works tirelessly to research and 
develop emergent technologies for use by the military. 

 

Land 
• Holding territory inherently requires some level of control over the land domain.  

• In past conflicts, tanks, trucks, and personnel carriers are delivered to a conflict via air or sea. It is no 
different in Ghost Fleet, only this time, the delivery is clandestine, leveraging the weaknesses inherent in 
U.S. infrastructure. 

o By using American dependence on importing technology, the Chinese are able to deliver a 
conventional land-born capability without alerting typical military defenses. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Establishing command and control centers in occupied territory creates inherent targets for the occupied 
state to counterattack. Insurgent tactics by military and civilian personnel are highlighted in Ghost Fleet 
as well.  

 

Space 
• The Chinese and Russians already have a well-established presence in space that can be leveraged to 

deliver kinetic and non-kinetic effect. Satellites and space stations battle in the vacuum of space as a 
larger war continues down on Earth below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chinese Tingong-3 Space station 

Image courtesy of space.com 

Chinese Main Battle Tank  

Image courtesy of thediplomat.com 

Russian MiG-35K 

Image courtesy of 50skyshades.com 

“If his flight’s opening shots were silent, the next wave 

of destruction would be deafening.” 

“Then another tank moved down the ramp, followed by 

an eight-wheeled vehicle that looked like a tank’s little 

brother.” 

“Destroying satellites was one thing, but blasting a 

shuttle full of rich tourists was not the war he wanted 

to tell his son about some day.” 

https://www.dodreads.com/category/back-page-notes/
https://www.darpa.mil/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.space.com%2Fchina-tiangong-space-station&psig=AOvVaw3PWZ8-5sYJFD_gWAkBLSxC&ust=1670363258915000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=2ahUKEwjRz-iWuuP7AhXnGFkFHewZA3UQr4kDegUIARDJAQ
https://thediplomat.com/2018/02/china-now-has-the-worlds-largest-active-service-tank-force/
https://50skyshades.com/
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• Ghost Fleet brings commandos to the space domain, throwing them into the fray of combat in zero-G. 
While it may seem like science fiction, the advent of space tourism will continue to increase, making the 
likelihood of infantry-like combat in space a near certainty.   

 

Cyberspace 
• Effects in the cyber domain can be delivered to and from other domains. 

• The initial volleys of a future war are more likely than not going to be in cyberspace. Targeting cloud 
infrastructure and classified networks is something that already occurs on a daily basis, and Ghost Fleet 
paints a grim picture of how easily devastating effects could be delivered against the U.S. military. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning (AI/ML) will be heavily utilized in the cyber domain. Ghost 
Fleet shows how the Zumwalt destroyer leverages an on-board digital command and control capability 
that aids commanders in building situational awareness.  

o Wearable augmented reality systems are also used by the crew to interact with the AI/ML program 
and the environment around them. 

o The Zumwalt’s AI/ML system projects a near instantaneous projection of an accurate common 
operating picture that commanders use to make decisions, attack, and counterattack. 

 

Resources and Additional Reading 

1) On China 

2) China Worldcraft 

3) The Hundred-Year Marathon  

4) Stealth War  

5) Unrestricted Warfare 

6) 7 Seconds to Die 

Thanks to Chris Mundy for compiling this Executive Summary. Chris is a former 
Commander of the 99th Reconnaissance Squadron and a retired command pilot with nearly 
3,000 hours of flight time in the T-37, T-38, A-10, and U-2 aircraft. Chris has also served on 
the Headquarters Air Force staff, routinely interfacing with the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense, other military services, industry partners, and Congress. This executive summary 
is composed of both verbatim excerpts and summarizations from Ghost Fleet, by P.W. 
Singer and August Cole. Chris can be reached through Linkedin.      

If your office or command is in need of one book or a hundred we would be honored to source them 

Defense Intelligence Agency, Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling, Washington, D.C. 

Image courtesy of dia.mil 

“A localized wireless network 

formed for 0.03 seconds. In that 

instant, the malware hidden in the 

video packet from Caracas made its 

jump.” 

https://www.dodreads.com/category/back-page-notes/
https://www.defense.gov/Spotlights/Artificial-Intelligence/
https://www.amazon.com/China-Henry-Kissinger/dp/0143121316
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09S1Y8RWS/ref=sspa_dk_detail_1?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B09S1Y8RWS&pd_rd_w=Fg39g&content-id=amzn1.sym.46bad5f6-1f0a-4167-9a8b-c8a82fa48a54&pf_rd_p=46bad5f6-1f0a-4167-9a8b-c8a82fa48a54&pf_rd_r=BDK3DQRRXZNT1HFNWR33&pd_rd_wg=kFoNK&pd_rd_r=a16a23de-1b66-4647-9066-2df85a0248f3&s=books&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWw&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFBUzlHRFgxOUg2UTgmZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTA5ODQ4MTUySERNWlo2OFMyVlpEJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTA1NTY3MTgzMTFaREdGQTk3WlZKJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfZGV0YWlsJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://thehundredyearmarathon.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Stealth-War-China-While-Americas/dp/0593084349/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_1/137-3693196-1806007?pd_rd_w=Qqv7m&content-id=amzn1.sym.7f0cf323-50c6-49e3-b3f9-63546bb79c92&pf_rd_p=7f0cf323-50c6-49e3-b3f9-63546bb79c92&pf_rd_r=BDK3DQRRXZNT1HFNWR33&pd_rd_wg=kFoNK&pd_rd_r=a16a23de-1b66-4647-9066-2df85a0248f3&pd_rd_i=0593084349&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Unrestricted-Warfare-Chinas-Destroy-America/dp/1626543054/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_2/137-3693196-1806007?pd_rd_w=Qqv7m&content-id=amzn1.sym.7f0cf323-50c6-49e3-b3f9-63546bb79c92&pf_rd_p=7f0cf323-50c6-49e3-b3f9-63546bb79c92&pf_rd_r=BDK3DQRRXZNT1HFNWR33&pd_rd_wg=kFoNK&pd_rd_r=a16a23de-1b66-4647-9066-2df85a0248f3&pd_rd_i=1626543054&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Seconds-Die-Military-Nagorno-Karabakh-Warfighting/dp/1636241239
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cjmundy/
https://www.dodreads.com/shop/
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